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O’ Allāh! Help us RISE to success in
this world and the next, inshāʾAllāh!

RISING SUN TIMES

Highlights, Perspectives, and News from RISE Online
IN THIS ISSUE
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Salāmun ʿalaykum,
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IMPORTANT DATES
Jan 4: School Resumes
Jan 12: Parent Empowerment Hour
Feb 1: Monday Funday
Feb 5: End of Quarter 2
Feb 15: No School
March 13: 1st Annual Fundraiser
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May Allah bless you and your families. Alḥ amdulillāh,
we have now reached the start of the new year.
December was a short month, but we finished out the
year strong both in and out of the classroom. Our
students had a productive winter break, as they also
worked hard to fill out their STREAM bingo cards!
In collaboration with RISE Academy, we concluded our
parenting seminars with topics on screens and social
media, as well as remote health learning tips. We also
co-hosted a Spelling Bee for grades 5-8, and our RISERs
impressed all of us in both the preliminaries and the
finals, mashāʾAllāh!
Our clubs continued with a Calligraphy class led by our
own high schooler, Sr. Fatima, as part of the Rising
Leaders program, giving our upper grade students the
opportunity to develop leadership skills. InshāʾAllāh,
this month, another Rising Leader, Sr. Nour, will be
hosting an Arabic Club for Kindergarten. Finally, Sr.
Nida Syed will be returning to teach a 4-day class on
sketching!
As we end the month on Trust and begin looking at the
next Root of RISERs, Patience, it is fitting that we are
now in the days of Ayām Fāṭ i miyyah, commemorating
the martyrdom and birthday of Sayyidah Fāṭ i mah azZahrāʾ, who was the embodiment of patience. As the
month continues, we will continue to look to her as an
example for all of us, inshāʾAllāh.
With duʿās,
The RISE Online Administration

ADMIN@RISEONLINE.EDUCATION

JANUARY 8, 2021 | 24TH JAMĀDĪ AL-ŪLĀ 1442 A.H.

VOL. 3

Day in the Life of a RISER Family
This is an abridged perspective written by Brother Hasan R., a parent of two RISE Online
primary school students, detailing their experience and daily life as RISERs
[…] Then the pandemic hit us all. As devastating and
tragic as it was, it was also a blessing in many ways as
well. […] We did attend the first RISE Online Open
House, and then the later informational sessions. […]
Eventually, seeing how things still had not improved
with the pandemic, the school system also being
indecisive, and with a lot of uncertainties, we decided
to have the kids home schooled or engage in the
remote learning. […] Then it hit us, that we had an
option right in front us, that being RISE Online. [..]
Knowing and understanding that this was first time
endeavor, what made us go ahead with RISE was three
factors, Maulana [Nabi Raza Abidi] himself, the kids
being exposed to the Shia faith, and seeing that there
were teachers who had an educational background or
were certified.
[…] Alḥ amdulillāh, it has already proven effective and
well worth the price or the decision. For example, after
about 2 months, the kids are already reciting Dua alHujjah on their own just by listening to it on a daily
basis in the Assembly. Usually, we will explain to them
the importance of various days. On Eid e Zehra, the
school went over it during the Assembly before we had
a chance as parents. Their Dada had called them later
on in the day, and asked the boys what they learnt
today. They both rushed to tell Dada the significance of
Eid Zehra, and how the 4th Imam smiled after a long,
all from a 15 minutes or so Assembly session.
[...] So, our expectations were high, and alḥ amdulillāh
it has been met with flying colors as the school and its
staff have gone above and beyond. Of course, there
have been some hiccups here and there which is
expected. We still had to get used to balancing our own
work schedule with that of the kids. But alḥ amdulillāh,
slowly everything has been falling into place. Slight
issues here and there are resolved effectively and
quickly.
[…] Our favorite part is a little of everything from the
teachers, to the assembly, to the overall structure to
the variety of classes, the way it's being taught.
In the end, we just want to say that one always tries to
count their blessings, but of course its never enough.
Like many, we are also blessed. But being in a very
remote place, yet having access to a solid education,
and that too wrapped in a Shia robust environment, is
not something we could have easily imagined, and now
we consider it one of our major blessings that will be
hard if not impossible to ever pay back or thank
enough for it.
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December Teacher Feature
Ms. Mamdani

Third grade students deepened their understanding of the Uṣ ūl ad-Dīn and Furūʿ ad-Dīn
last month by creating trees. Students were encouraged to be creative, and alḥ amdulillāh
they did definitely RISE to the challenge!
In the project, students needed to demonstrate their understanding of the Uṣ ūl ad-Dīn and
Furūʿ ad-Dīn by defining AND illustrating each Root and Branch to create their tree.
Just like the act of illustrating vocabulary words can help imprint the definition in our
brains for years to come, the act of illustrating the Roots and Branches of Religion can help
our students connect more meaningfully. Instead of rote memorization, creating a tree
allowed students to build their understanding to higher and deeper levels, using verbs that
are higher in the Bloom's Taxonomy framework. To create an effective illustration,
students need to understand the root AND demonstrate what they have learned.
As an added bonus, students now have a beautiful tree to display in their learning space,
that will remind them of the Uṣ ūl ad-Dīn and Furūʿ ad-Dīn every day, inshāʾAllāh.
To create your own, you can make a 3-D tree like Muhammad Ali (second from left) or
Zainab (left), or you can make a poster like Rieda (second from right) or Ammar (right).
Either way, label each Root and Branch, write a short definition for each, and illustrate
each of the Uṣ ūl ad-Dīn and Furūʿ ad-Dīn!

Event of the Month: Spelling Bee
Congrats
to
all
the
Medina, 6th
participants of our Spelling 2nd Place Finalist
Bee preliminaries! We are
so proud of our 5th-8th
Somayya, 6th
graders! Special shout out
2nd Place Winner
to those who placed in the
top 3 in each level and
Zaamin. 6th
went on to compete in the
finals with RISE Academy!
1st Place Finalist
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Ayea, 8th
2nd Place Finalist
Fatemah, 7th
2nd Place Winner
Eli, 7th
3rd Place Winner

ADMIN@RISEONLINE.EDUCATION

JANUARY 8, 2021 | 24TH JAMĀDĪ AL-ŪLĀ 1442 A.H.

VOL. 3

December Student Spotlight
Shining a light on our rising stars from December

This month’s student spotlight is shining over high schooler, Fatima. In
addition to being an active student in both her classes and in the
Organization of Parents, Teachers, and Students, Fatima also introduced
the rest of the school to her love of calligraphy! Check out the draw-along
she did to commemorate the shahādah of Sayyidah Fāṭ i mah az-Zahrāʾ.
"Fatimah puts a great deal of energy

" Fatimah has a lot to offer in her classes. She

and effort into deeply understanding

does her best to actively participate and shows

concepts covered in class, which is

great enthusiasm."

one of many ways she demonstrates
her

dedication

determination

to

learning,

towards

her

excellence

and her elevation of capacity. She
provides support towards her peers
and

inspires

through

her

younger

students

volunteer

work

- Ms. Raza, Math Teacher

"Fatimah is an engaged learner. She regularly
participates and offers her insights and talents to
class and schoolwide programming."
- Ms. Abdul-Karim, Humanities Teacher
"Fatima

is

an

exemplary

student,

she

is

and

appreciated by her peers, and is a leader to all.

the

She has been highly involved with our school from

joyful

hosting a craft during assembly to leading our

atmosphere. I am happy to have her

first Rising Leader's Club by sharing her passion

in class, and look forward to seeing

of calligraphy. Fatima always rises to a challenge

her continue to grow and flourish!"

and does is best in all aspects"

extracurricular
while

activities,

maintaining

all

a

-Ms. Haralambopoulos

- Ms. Eslami, Science Teacher

6th grader, Ahmad, embraced last month's
Root by making a Kahoot game for the
story of Nabī Musa (ʿa)!
"Ahmad is the life of the class. He is always
ready to lend a helping hand to his fellow
Kindergartener, Sukaina,
showed us her skills as a

classmates and pays close attention to
what is being taught in class." - Ms. Raza

Rising Scientist, mashāʾAllāh!

"Ahmad is such a bright light in class. He brings energy

"Sukaina is very enthusiastic

He is always prepared and excitedly volunteers."

and enthusiasm that contagiously spreads to his peers.

about coming to class. She
gets her work done on time,
she participates in class, she
has a lot of energy especially
when singing our Salaam
Song, she is a student who
demonstrates RISER
behavior."
- Ms. Razvi, KG Teacher

- Ms. Abdul-Karim
"If you're looking for a student that can always help a
teacher out in a time of need, you can count on Ahmad!
Ahmad always has a smile on his face and is engaged in
all our class lessons. In addition to his RISER qualities on
display in the classroom, Ahmed is a up and coming
student leader. He offered to help run a Kahoot session
during assembly for the students. InshaAllah, he will
continue to RISE to success!"
- Ms. Haralambopoulos
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Coming Soon
Upcoming Events for RISE Online Families & Community

Rising Professionals: Sketch Class
Dates: January 11-14, 18-21, 25-28
Time: 7 AM to 8 AM PST
For RISE Online Students in Grades 3-5 (Wk 1),
12 (Wk 2), 6+ (Wk 3)
After the success of her first art class, Sr. Nida
Syed is back to to offer a class centered
around the different techniques of sketching!

Rising Leaders: Arabic Club
Date: Mondays starting on January 11
Time: 11:30 to 12 PM PST
For RISE Online Kindergarten Students
A club led by one of our Rising Leaders and
high schoolers, Nour, which takes little ones
into an adventure of exploring the beauty of
the Arabic language through stories and tales!

SAVE THE DATE!
The RISE Online Fundraiser will take
place on Saturday, March 13, 2021
STAY ON TOP OF OUR EVENTS & PROGRAMS
WWW.RISEONLINE.EDUCATION/PROGRAMS
WWW.RISEONLINE.EDUCATION
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Please Recited a Sūrah al-Fātihah for
the marhumin and families of:
Mirza Mohammed Hashin
Shahid Abdolhamid
Khan Family
Zaidi Family
Jivraj Family

If you would like you have your marhumin
listed in our next issue, consider supporting
RISE Online in the following ways:
Sponsor a Student

Become a Monthly Donor

Our student sponsorships go towards the

Sign up to become a monthly donor to

families that are in financial need. When

donate to the various operations of RISE

you sponsor them, you not only fund their

Online. As a thank you, we will list the

education, but contribute to your own

name of your marhumin in our monthly

sustenance to be received in the hereafter.

newsletter for every month you donate $10

As a thank you, we will not only list the

or more. Sign up here to donate

name(s) of your Marhumin in our monthly
newsletter for the rest of the year, but also
dedicate

a

future

Al-Kisa

Foundation

publication in their name. Our goal for the
year is to sponsor 12 students. With your
help, we can reach that goal, inshāʾAllāh!
See our website for more information

We've reached 30.51% of our goal so far!

RISE Education System is a 501(c)(3). All donations are tax-deductible.

FOLLOW @RISEONLINESCHOOL ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM,
YOUTUBE TO RECEIVE NEWS, UPDATES, AND PROGRAMS!
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